
The Bible
The Bible is the Word of God, supernaturally inspired; it is inerrant in 
the or iginal manuscripts and preserved by God in its verbal (every 
letter of every word), plenary (all parts of the Bible) inspiration; and it 
is a divinely authoritative standard for every age and every life.

 Psa lm 1 9 :7 -8 ,  Ma t th e w 5 :1 8 ,  2  Timo th y 3 :1 6 -1 7 ,  He b re ws 4 :1 2 ,  2  Pe te r 1 :2 0 -2 1

 

 

God
The Godhead exists eternally in three persons — Father, Son, and 
Holy Spir it — and these three are one God. 

 Ma t th e w 2 8 :1 9 ,  1  Co rin th ia n s 1 2 :4 -6 ,  2  Co rin th ia n s 1 3 :1 4 ,  He b re ws 9 :1 4

 

God is absolute and sole creator of the universe, and creation was by 

His spoken command. 
Ge n e sis 1  &  2 ,  He b re ws 1 1 :3 ,  Co lo ssia n s 1 :1 5 ,  2  Pe te r 3 :5

 

God, by His sovereign choice and out of love for mankind, sent Christ 

into the world to save sinners.
Jo h n  3 :1 6 ,  Ro ma n s 8 :1 4 ,  1  Jo h n  4 :1 4

 
Jesus Christ in the flesh was both God and man; He was born of a 
virgin and lived a sinless life, in which He taught and performed 
mighty works and wonders and signs exactly as revealed in the four 
Gospels; He was crucified, died as a penalty for our sins, and was 
raised from the dead bodily on the third day. Later He ascended to the 
Father’s r ight hand where He is head of the church and intercedes for 
believers, and from where He is coming again. 

L u ke  1 :3 5 ,  Jo h n  1 :1 ,1 4 ,  Jo h n  1 4 :1 -6 ,  Acts 1 :9 -1 1 ,  1  Co r.1 5 :3 -1 9 ,  1  Pe t .  2 :2 4 ,  1  Pe t .  3 :1 8

 
In His death by His shed blood, the Lord Jesus Christ made a perfect 



atonement for sin, redeeming us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us. Mankind is saved and justif ied on the simple 
and single ground of the shed blood.

 He b re ws 9 ,  1  Pe te r 2 :2 4 ,  1  Pe te r 3 :1 8

 

 

Humanity 
Every person is a sinner and separated from God until repenting of his 
sins and receiving God’s gift of eternal life by trusting in Jesus Christ 
alone as Savior and Lord. This salvation with its forgiveness of sins 
gives us a new nature. It is entirely apart from good works, baptism, 
church membership — or man’s effort — and is of grace alone.

 
Acts 4 :1 2 ,  Ro ma n s 3 :2 3 ,  Ro ma n s 6 :2 3 ,  Ep h e sia n s 2 :8 -9 ,  1  Pe te r 1 :1 8 -2 1

 
A true believer enjoys God’s provision and protection for t ime and 
eternity even though sin may interrupt the joy of his fellowship with 
God and br ing the loving discipline of his Heavenly Father. A true 
believer will bear the fruit of genuine faith by a life of good works.

Jo h n  3 :1 6 ,  Jo h n  1 0 :2 7 -2 9 ,  Ro ma n s 8 :3 8 -3 9 ,  Ja me s 2 :1 4 -1 7 ,  He b re ws 1 2 :5 -1 1

 

 
The Holy Spir it is a person*, is God, and possesses all the divine 
attr ibutes. He indwells all believers, baptizes and seals them at the 
moment of their  salvation, and fills them in response to confession of 
sin and the yielding of his/her life.

 

 The Church



The church is the living body of Christ on earth comprised of all 
believers in Jesus Christ and is manifested through local assemblies 
which are devoted to worshiping God, matur ing believers and reaching 
unbelievers with the Gospel.

 
Ma t t .1 6 :1 8 ,  Ma t t .  2 8 :1 9 -2 0 ,  1  Co r.  1 2 :2 7 ,  Ep h .1 :2 2 -2 3 ,  Ep h .4 :1 1 -1 3 ,  He b .  1 0 :2 5

 

 

 Eternal Life
The future life of believers is a blessed eternity with God in heaven, 
but unbelievers face eternal suffer ing in hell apart from God.

 
Ma t th e w 2 5 :4 6 ,  Jo h n  3 :1 6 ,  2  Co rin th ia n s 5 :8 ,  1  Th e ssa lo n ia n s 4 :1 3 -1 8 ,  Re ve la t io n  

2 0 :1 1 -1 5

 

 

_________________________________________________________

 
*Tradit ional, his tor ical, or thodox  Chr is t ian doc tr ine has  called the Holy  Spir it  a “person”  

or  “entity ”  from the beginning of the ear ly  church…there is  One God in Three Persons . 

But this  terminology  is  unders tandably  confus ing to some as  we can eas ily  think  

“human”  when we hear  the word “person” . Obv ious ly  the Holy  Spir it  has  never  been, and 

never  will be “human” . But it  is  technically  true and biblical that the Holy  Spir it  is  a person. 

What we mean by that is that a person (in this case the Holy Spirit) is a living, intelligent being (but not 

human), with a mind, feelings, and emotions. By person we mean that He is not some impersonal “force” or 

simply a “personification”, He is a distinct and unique “being”, or “entity”, the third “Person” of the Trinity.

This statement of faith was developed by River Valley Church, Grants Pass, OR.


